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2 au = in J 2 7 Fay. in Br: ckingh 0 
< Hh ſmire, the reputed aufhor of ihe North-Bri- 
„ 5 ton, No 45, publiſhed on Saturday, April 
e | 0 fo", 23. 1763. was taken into cuſtady on the „n 
N © _ - of that month, and all his papers ſeized, by a 
ES: 288 der the hand. and ſeal of the Farl of 
©. » Fialifax, ont of the ſccretari-s of 4 7 jrected 
r Four. >] bi: majeſty's meſfengers ; hereupon 
; 75 2 wotion being be. the Colt of Common? 


ls = 5 7 - Peas, then ſitting in Weſtminſter-Hall, for that 5 


"I . 8 baheas corpys was grungd,. bin could 
not be ſued out till our in the after 0% of 


„„ 
5 May * . though it was known ſuch 4 writ 8 
granted, Mr.. Wilkes was ſent to the Lower, 


Wichaut being permitted to ke aN of hi: frieads 


clit might attend upon him there, Wo Vote 


ſeveral times repulſed in their applicatiops 03 

May 3. in che morning, upon a ſecond habeas 
£27745, the return of the firft. bei inſufficient, 
Mr Wilkes was brought - up to che Court ot 
Common Pleas, Where he made a ſpirited” and 


ſen ſible ſpeech, ſe ting forth the hardſhips he 


had ſuffered, and the caſe being learnedly ar- 


: xp by eminent ſerjeants at law, both on- the 


de cf the crown and. the priſoner, the. cout 


to k till Friday, May 6, ro conſider the caf: _ 
ard give their opinion, remandiag Mr. Wilkes, 


man time, to the Lower. On the laſt men- 
tioned day h- was again brought up to the gourt, 
which he addreſſed in a ſecond ſpeech, in which 


TM obſerved, that the liberty of all peers. and : 


_ tht of all the middling and inferior glaß of 


A 


| 5 Chat cellor) Reed the Matter in queſliou, à 
© pronounced, Mr. Wilkes commitment was } 
1 legal but that his 'E rivilege of a member. © 
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| e. ee Le ul * ws 


gentlemen, ard what touches the more fenfi ly, 


p.ople, who ſtand moſt in need of protection 
is, in his cafe,” to be that day finally 6901 


— \ 


 fipon: A queſtion of ſuch imporiance, as to de- 
termine at once, Whether Engliſh, liberty be a 
* realty or a ſhadow.” Then the Lot 5 - 


Juſtice, Sir;Charks Pratt, (che preſent Loc 


par? ſiachent Was not ſtroyed, as. he 9987 


3 e 
ens 5 
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pesee therefore the court ordered bim to be 
= Aiſcharged, on account of his privilege: Here- 
1 _ pon Mr. Wilkes again addreſſed the court, -| 
r 5 returned his*thanks' for their upright deciſion, | 
+ +. aud was attended to his houſe in Great George- 
{ freer, by an infinite multitude of -peopte, with 
| univerſal aeclamations. Ee, that very night, 
\ "a wrote to the fecretaries of ſtate, demanding his 
\ "i _ ſtolen goods, which he ſaid, he was informel. 
verre in their lordſhips poſſeſſion, and next 
morning appiied for a warrant to ſearch their 
118 _ houſes, wich was refuſed him. Regeiving au 
ES anſwer from the ſecretaries of ftatc, which was 

- _ _ * Not ſatisfactory, he made a bold and ſtinging 
| 1 reply. Whilſt he was in the Tower on May 4, 
j be was diſmilled from the poſt of colonel of the 
| © Buckinghamſhire militia, had efore the end of 

the term, an information was fifed in the court 

3 of King's Bench, at the king? , againſt him, 
W.-M thor of tae aforeſaid North Briton, No. 45. 
We muſt row obferve that the meeting of the 
arliament, the paper intitled The North Briton, 

1 5 was reſolved to. be A falſe, ſcandalous, 
| 254 K it ious libel, &c. and it was ordered to be 
bunt by the hands of rae, common hangman: 
Notwithſtanding which Mr. Wiikes 9 
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do the 75 ot a breach of che 1 of that 
E e ile, by the imprifoament 0 perſon, the 
{--  - Þlundering of his houſe, the ſeizing ker his pa- 
| Bar and the ſerving bim with a ſupeena, upon 
u ipforgiation in che court of King's Bench; 
7 4 liohfe reſolved, = . privilege of par- 
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nament does not nd to the caſe of writing 


and publiſning ſeditious libels, nor ought to be. 
allowed to obſtruct the ordinary courſe of the 
laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual profecution of 
fo heinous and dangercus an offence :* Mean 
time on Nov. 15, Mr. Wilkes was wounded in 
a duel by Mr. Martin, whereupon his phyſicians 
| pts rg the houfe and certifying his then lan- 
guiſhing ſtate, the order for his attending the 
honſe was put off to Dec. 16, and, upon further 
repreſentations to the 19th 'of January 1764. 
before which time Mr. Wilkes had retired into 
France, and on the ſaid day he was expelled the 
| houfe and a new writ ordered for the election of 
a2 member for Ayleſbnry, in hi; room. On 
Feb 19. 176, he was ſound guilty at the court 
of King's B-nchefor the publicition of the 


Niorih britoa No; 42, with notes, and tor 


printing and: publiſhing the Effay en I aman, bae 
had obtained before, viz; on Dec. 6, 2763, 2 
verdict againſt Mr. Wood, late . 
of ſtate, with 1000 l. damages, for ſeizing his 
rs, : &c, when the lord chief juſtice gave his 


opinion,” that | genera! warrants were illegal. 


Mr. Wilkes alfo brought actions againft Loy 


H- -, the ft ſurvivjog ſecretary of ſtate, but 
5 being. outlawed, about the cloſe of the year, 


1764, that noble lord made uſe of the plea 


* his being an outlaw, to ſtop proceedings. 


Under this ſtate of | outlawry, Mr. Wiikes 
nas reſided | in F lance, and other countries, 
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3 Nene From his native Acker fuppoited it is 
aid by the contributiors af his friends in Ent 
land, dividing bis time between ſtudy and = ; 
fare; Which the retieabca ce of his many perils 
from m———} revenge the deſperation of, a 
Forbes, the lunacy of a dun, and the wounds of 


, had nor the power to def roy his reliſh” 


for: Po or three times he is ſaid; upon delu 
ſive hopes of pardon to ha ve viſited London, 
ancl at ler gti has had the boidneſs though füll an 
entlab, to put up as a candidate at the general 
Keen for the cuy of London; the fate of which 
is well known; anc for the c:mnty of Middle- 


| 2 ſex, for which he was ch cd by à great majo- 


rity. hate ver his fate may be, and however 


5 kevcrely his exettiies may arraign his private fail. 


1 it will never, can ne verb denied, that his 
Reacty oppoſicion to iflegal general warrants, has 


by "Jim and ever will be of laſting benefit to the 
. Tubjeces of this kingdom 5 chat if he is nt ver- 
Z tuous, he is a lover of virtue ; and a friend to 


the: civil and religious Liberties of mank ind; 
1 we have no doubt of his diſplaying upon 
all future occaſione, if es ook fir _ EP 
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Feel myſelſ EM ty to be at left Ircught WER a 
A 4a Cult, aud before judges, e hoſe cha. att: Viſtic 
off, JOE: love 77 lib erty. , babe any bumb/e 
thanks to Pfr, For the immediate craer ycu were 
eaſed 40 iſ ug. to give me an, opportutity of layi 
2 griezances 1 on, 7. bey are 72 As * 
Parelle in this free c untry, and I truſt the tonſe- 
quences will teach mis iſters of Sco tiſh and arbitrary, 
principles, that the liberty of an Engliſn Svljelt 15 
uot to be ſported away | with impunity, | in th.s era 4 
3 "and deſpolic manner. © © N 
T1 am accuſed of being the author f the Nonh” 
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«Pres: No. 45. @l pail only remark upon that Pa- 5 


Jer, that it takes all load of ee frem- the fa- 

' cred name of a prince, whiſe" family I Ive and 
KK * Þonour, as the glirious defenders 1 the. cau of 
uber. and whoſe perſonal qualities are % amiable, 
ere. and roſgelt ab e. that le "15 daſer vedly the 4! 
/ tis people; It is the pectiliar faſhion nd: crime 


l beſe limes, and of thoſe who bod high minijte- 6 


rial offices in povernment, i threw every "'udicr's 
5 churge from themſelves upon Majeſt. The author of 


„ . papers whoevar Be; bas #pon conflitnticnal Tru 
cls, dene direlily the reverſe and is theref re in 
mie, the ſuppoſed author, meant io be_ perſecuted 
, eccor ding y. 7 le pertieular as of ny treatment, 
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WET Hs worſe than if J. bad 1 a Seattiſh 3 this ecurd 
will bear, and 1 dare fay "ou Jour: Ian, in due 
time redreſs.” - 

I way perhaps fil bee th; means left in me, 10 - 
Herd that l bays been ſup:rior in every temptation of © 
corrupiio® To:y may tudeed bave flattered themjelves 
that wben they found corruption could not prevail, 
pPenerutian mig t intimidate. Lill ſheto myſelf ſu- 
17 peri ir to bur My papers ba ve been ſeized, perhaps 
wb a bope the better to deprive me of that proof of 
* their meannefs and corrupt prodigality which it may 
(aſe t 1 4 e ha be ge in "y fre" to * 
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ul juſtice tomy ccuntry,, The liberty of all peers 
i ; 8 5 rentlemen, add what icucbes me more ſenſibly, 
of all.the migaling and inferior claſs of the people. 
3 in need of proteFion, is in my caſe 
_ this day io be fnaliy decided upen a quoſtion of ſucb 
mn portamce as 10 determine at once, whelher Engliſſi 
9  Giberty he a realilyor a ſhadow! Your own 82 
hearts whi fer. with indignation and compaſſion al! 
J opprefiron under which I. have ſo log 
__ fe epi een, the fea of e 
5 «Is, | ale 
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prone ok 'bouſe” ranſa ted und plundt 


vile and ma ig ant in{inuation, even- ef  bigh treaſon. 
5 os 10 leſs. inen eu) than falſy erntet 3 
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